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.STEVEN.A. THOMPSON 
Executive Director 

October31, 2011 

Douglas L. Foshee 
El Paso Corporation 
1001 .Louisiana Street 
PO Box 2511 
Houston, TX 77252-2511 

OKLAH O M . A 
D!PARTM!NT Qf ENVIRONMENTAi GUAUTY 

OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENlOF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

/ 
/ 

MARY FALLIN 
Governor 

Re: El Paso Corporatio~'s Potential Responsibility for Environmental Issties at the Former 
Wilcox Ojl Company, Btj.stow, Oklah9Il1a 

Dear Mr. Foshee: 

·Tue. Oklahoina Departrilent o( Environmental QUality. (DEQ) is investigating a former oil 
refinery, which was known as Wilcox Oil Company (CERCLIS # OK0001010917) located in 
Bristow, Oklahoma.. The property is being investigated by DEQ und~ the autQority of the 
Comprehensive Environm~tal Response, Coi;npeI.lSation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), as 
amended by the Superfund Amendments and ReauthoriZ.ation.Act of 1986 (SARA), pursuanf to a 
Cooperative Agreement (#V-96688701) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); 
The purpose of these investigations is to collect. sufficient in(onnation concerning conditions at 
the site to asses_s the exte~t of th~ threat the ~ite poses to hriman health and the environment. . 

The DEQ has determined that tlie site· was o~ed c,md operated ~ c;i tef.ip,eiy from appro~imately 
1915 to 1963: th~ Wilco_x Oil Comp~y operated a crude oil refuiety at the site from the l9iOs 
to early 1960s. · Available i¢oi:mation indicates.· that the Wilcdx Oil Company merged with 
Tenneco Oil Company in 19~5 arid $at El . Paso Epergy Corporation· acquired Tenneco Oil 
Company in 1996. · · · · · · 

The former Wilcox reflpery site occupies appro~imately 125 acres and is located in the N/2, 
NW/4, Section 29, Township 16 North, Range 9 East~d .in SW/4, SW/4, Section 20, Township 
I 6 North, Range 9 East, Indian Meridian; Creek County, Oklahoma A large volume of visible 
waste is present at the site, especially in the process area and crude oil tan.le farrp.. Elevated levels 
of metals and organic ·compounds have been detected in surface soils and sediments. A church 
with a playground and six residences are located on the former refinery. Evidence suggests 
numerous children reside in each res~dence. Many of the homes have private wells on their 
property. . 
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EPA Region .6 is moving toward$ prep{lratlon of a Haz.ard Ranking System (HRS) package for the 
site in order to support proposing the site to the National Priorities List. However, Region 6 has 
allowed DEQ an opportunity to contact the potentially resP<>nsibleparties (PRPs) to discuss options 
.available through the ~te'svolun~·clean-up program. 

The DEQ would like to discuss the· possibility of El Paso Corporation ·entering our Voluntary 
Cleanup or Brownfields Program to addr~ss environmental contamination at the ~ite. Enclosed is 
specific information indicating the location and ~wn~rship of the refinery and the c6nnection to 
'El Paso Corporation. 

f lease contact me by December 1, 20 J 1, to schedule a meeti.Qg to discuss this matter. You may 
reach me at (405) 702-5157 or amy.brirtaip@deg.~kgov. Further infonnatipn c0ncerning DEQ's 
cleanup prqgrams caii be found Qn <:>ur website http://\\fWW.d~.state,ok.us/lpdnew/index.htm. 

Sincerely, 

°'r~ . 
Amy Brittain 
Environmental Pro~s Manager 
Site Remediation Section 
Land Protection Division 

Endo sure 

c. Ray Roberts, DEQ, VCP Section 
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::::J Site Boundary 

- Sand Creek 

Former Wilcox Oil Refinery, 
Creek County, Bristow, Oklahoma 
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TENNECO OIL COMPANY, a corporation a. ,l&Dized and existillg 

under and by virtue of the General Corporation I.aw of the State of 

Dehw.re, DOES HEREBY CERT'll'I: . 

FiaST: !!hat it is the owner of all the issued and out-

ete.nding stock of Wilcox Oil Compaey 1 a Dela w:n ~tion. 

SECO?iI>: That, in acco?dAnce vit.h the pronsions of Titl.e 

8, Section 253 ot ~ Delaware Code, the a>ard ot mrectars ot 

Tenneco Oil O:Jmpan,y, at a aeetillg duly comened and hel4 on Septe?:lber 

7, 1965, adoPted the top..owing reaol.utioms to merge Wilcox Oil 

():)mpa:ey 1n'to 'l'emleCO au ~: 

~, 'l'eml'eco. Oil ~ Olfil8 all the 
is~ and outstaMillg stock of 'ililcox Oil Ocmp8Jiy, 
a Del.sva.re co:rpor&t.ion; . am. 

la!El!EAS, ieis deemed de31rabl.e to merg~ 
Vll.eox Oil Oampaey into ~co Oil Compaey: 

B™, i'H&REE'ORB1 BE IT 

IUSOL?ED, that Tenneco Oil Ccnlpa.JlY merge 
into itsel.t, and it does hereby !Jllll'ge into itself\, 
Wil.cox Oil. CCmpazi;y and usumes all or the liabili­
ties and ol>l.1gat1ons of Hid Wilcox Oil OO!llpan.y; 
and fllrther 
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R'ES<JI11m1 ~ tlle. o~s of this ~ 
be, .a!ld they lu!reb)r are~ eutlan"1.zed to do a.l.l e....-ts 
and things Which '~ be aecessa.ey- or ,proper to 
etrect said merger and to transfer title or the 
propert±es ot Wilcox Oil COmpany to Tenneco 011 
Company. tr 

Ilf wrmE$.5 WHERB(F, se.id fi:!lliECO OIL CQH>ANY has. ce.o:sed 1t8 

corporate &.eal to be hereunto ai'f'ixed and this Certiricate to be 

sigDed by 'W. E. SCCYrT, 1ts President, and L. R. SPENCE, its Secretary, 

~ 7th d.$y Of Beptember, l.965. 

1'!:..,B#*J OIL CXMPABY . 
c~ 

$;\L 
DElWlABE 

l96o 

W. E. SCott 
President 

L. R. Spenc.e I 
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BE IT RIMl!MBERED that on this 7th dq o-r September, 1965, 

personally came before me, a Botary PUblic 1n and tor the County and 

State aroresaJ.d, V. !:. SCO'l'!l', President of 'mllECO OIL CCMPABY, a 

corporation of the State of DeJ.avare, the cor,..'Or&tion described. in 

and vbich execut~ the foregoing certii'i.cate, known to me personal.cy 

to 'be such, and. he, the said li'. E. 6001".r, as auch President, duly 

executed said Certificate be:rore me and aclmowl.edge4 tbe said Certifi­

cate to .be h1.s act and deed and the act ar.d deed at said COl'pOration; 

that the signatures ot tlle said President and. of the Secretary of 

said corporation to said foregoing Certiricate are in the ~itin8 

o! the said President and. Secretary o! said corporation respectively, 

and that the seal. a.f!ixed to said Certificate 1.s the c0111110n or 

corporate .>eal. of said corporation. 

IN WI'l'NESS. WH!REOF, I have hereunto set wry hand and seal of 

of'fice the day and year aforesaid. 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
SEAL 

COUDty of Harris, Texas 

Eliza.beth M. Forsyt.be 
Eli2&beth M. Forsythe, Notary Public in 

and for Barris County, Texas . 

My Commission Expires June 1, 1967. 
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J, Eiafla at ilukr.11 . .9'~ ef' ~ ef lk 9iau t/ ~; 

. bn ~trthgarttf!Jtk£tkalM,eam<L~.i6a~trllUl~cOf'?¥ 

Certificate of Ownership of the ··~'NEC9 O!L COMPMl-Yu, merging the 

"WILC~{ C~ COMPANY~, pursuant to Section 253 of the General 

Corpcratio~ Lew of the State of Delaware, as received and filed i n 

this offi.c,; the ninth d,ay of September, A. D. 1965, at 10 o •clock 

A.M. 

Ju we.&ttmnng BlJmDf. J~kwewnfo,~,~ 
and~ua{J~d,io tenth ~ 

o/- September t.k~tf'~!/lwa 

tnteth<JU4a/nd~~a,n~d.~---s-ix_ty_-_£_i_v_e_ • 
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Our History 

Following the discovery of oil in the Permian Basin 
in the 1920s, Houston attorney, Paul Kayser, 
determined that El Paso, Texas provided a 
promising market for more cost-effective natural 
gas. He firmed up supply from several gas wells 
near Jal, New Mexico, convinced El Paso's 
industrial facilities to convert to natural gas, and 
El Paso Natural Gas Company was born. 

In the three-quarters of a century since its 

Home I Site Map 

I Quick Links EJ 

News Investors Contacts J 

founding, El Paso has grown from a regional natural gas company to the largest natural 
gas transmission system in North America. 

We invite you to take a few minutes to view an online scrapbook, dedicated to 
each and every employee-past and present-whose contributions made our company 
what It is today. The first four decades of our history are now available. We will continue 
to build upon the scrapbook throughout the year, so check back monthly for updates. And 
if you have a special memory, an amusing anecdote, or were part of a key event in the 
development of Team El Paso, please submit your story to history@elpaso.com. Launch 
our scrapbook. 

Year Summary 

1928Paul Kayser Incorporates t he pipeline company in Delaware as El Paso Natural Gas 
Company. 

1929EI Paso Natural Gas Company begins construction of its first natural gas pipeline. 

1931 El Paso Natural Gas Company expands westward into southern Arizona, southern 
New Mexico, and Cananea, Mexico. 

1936The New York Stock Exchange lists El Paso Natural Gas' common stock. 
El Paso begins construction of its natural gas pipeline to callfornia. The project 

1947involves laying more than 700 miles of pipe and building the compressor stations 
necessary to keep the gas moving. 

1955EI ~a~ Natural Gas celebrates the opening of its downtown El Paso home office 
building. 
El Paso Natural Gas becomes a wholly owned subsidiary of Burlington Northern, 

1983Inc. Burlington Northern subsequently spins off El Paso Natural Gas as part of 
Burlington Resources Inc. In 1988. 

1992EI Paso Natural Gas Is spun off by Burlington Resources and announces an initial 
public offering of its stock. 
The company acquires the energy business of Tenneco Energy, which was founded 
In 1940. The acquisition extends El Paso's interstate pipeline system from coast to 

1996coast. El Paso moves its corporate headquarters to Houston, Texas and changes 
Its name to El Paso Energy Corporation to reflect the company's expanding role in 
the energy industry. 

1999EI Paso merges with Sonat Inc., which founded its pipeline operations in 1929 as 
Southern Natural Gas. This merger expands El Paso's pipeline operations into the 

http://www.eppipelinepartners.com/Profile/history .shtm 10/31/2011 
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southeast United States and initiates the company's entrance into the exploration 
and prOductlon business. 
The company changes Its na.me to El Paso c;orporation and completes its:merger 
with T.he Coastal corp0ration, V<lh ich was founded 1.n 1955. The merger brings 
Colorado Interstate Gas Company and ANR Pipeline Company to the company's 
pipeiine operations. n,·e merger also Slgnlflcantl.'( inerea~.S the Si}:e Of the . 

2001company's exploration and production business •. El Paso Nat'ural Gas moves its 
headquarters to Colorado Springs, Colorado, joining with Colorado Interstate Gas · 
to fonn El Paso's Westem Pipeline.Group. Tennessee Gas Pipeline and ANR 
P.ipeline consolldat~ .their operations In Houston to fonn El Pa.so's Eastem Pipeline 
Group. 

2003EI Paso Co~ratlon hires Do.1.19 Foshee as preslde.nt and chief executive· officer. 
El Pa.SC?'s·6,000 .employees dedicated themselves to worl<ing as one team focused · 

2004on making El Paso Corporation.a great turnaround.story by meeting chall~nges 
jlnd seizing oppoi:t!Jnitles. 
Every employee from the top down is committed to upholding our·values of 

2005stewardship, Integrity, Safety, AcCO!Jntabllity, and Excellence In all we do. We are 
.building upon our legacy of success by returning to our rQOts, and we w.ill prevail 
over the ind4stry-cha.nging events that have altered~ face of the company. 

:... 

«) 200.8 El Paso Pipeitne Pa$ers. All rights reserved. Prtvacy Pollcy
0 

I legal Notice I Contact WebmaStef' 
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LAND PROTECTION DIVISION 
CONTROL SHEET 

{ ?( p 1,, ~~ro~ Code 21ZO f rt IO 
Subject: __..,· ("'"'"")}_: ...... 6""-0_'f __ ~_...b_ __ -=-c.-_::t........,r:s.L~----

Type of Letter:----------------

Date Draft Submitted: _f_ o/ /_1 .......... l ....... 2_D_/ ___ ( ____ _ 
Send Copies to: ______________ _ 

Initials Date 

1. 

2. 

Typist 

Preparer (Add or mark through names listed below as 
appropriate for review of this letter) 

. -'-'ff--=-~-fO,~I! 1/ZcJt/ 

..,.__ftB,..,,...___/ ""-1-'-D/!1 /2 c1 I I 
Letters to be submitted i~ draft {not on letterhead) fonn to the following: 

3. Preparer's Supervisor g,:b.. ~ ~,,.(-:.; 
4. Compliance 

5. Attorney/Legal 

6. Clerical 

7. Signatory 

s.· 

1ohr I;; I 1~ 

Final letter (prepared on letterhead & ready for mailing) to be submitted to the following: 

1. Preparer (J have re-read this letter for content & quality) Ab /o{st/lJ3 t( 
2. Data Entry (if applicable) 

3. Clerical ~~ 
4. Preparer's Supervisor ~ ..\i:c 
5. Signature 

g 11/J f/ 
_ai~___.1.......,;;....c (l-=31 /zn 1 1 

Letter will be returned to clerical person for copying and mailing. 
cf"© ~{c/s1J 

Date letter mailed/Initial: tolf -------
Certified Mail # ---------------------(This control sheet is to be attached to file copy of final letter and placed in facility file.) 

Revised 4/29/03 
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